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(Grade Level) (Content Area)Pacing Guide 

 Fifth Grade 
Month: September Social Studies  Pacing Guide 
Unit:  Three Cultures Interact 
 

Theme/Big 
Ideas Objectives 

 
Essential/Focus 

Questions 

 
Teaching Strategy 

(our current 
performance indicator)  

Assessment Vocabulary/ 
Concepts Resources 

 
Board 

Objectives 

The 
environment 
affects the 
way people 
live 
 
People adapt 
the 
environment 
to meet their 
needs. 
 
People 
construct 
institutions to 
guide their 
lives in 
groups. 
 

 
U1.1 American 
Indian Life in the 
Americas 
Describe the life of 
peoples living in 
North America before 
European 
exploration. 
 
5 – U1.1.1 Use maps 
to locate peoples in 
the desert Southwest, 
the Pacific 
Northwest, the 
nomadic nations of 
the Great Plains, and 
the woodland peoples 
east of the 
Mississippi River 
(Eastern Woodland). 
 
(National Geography 
Standard 1, p. 144) 
5 – U1.1.2 Compare 
how American 
Indians in the desert 
Southwest and the 
Pacific Northwest 
adapted to or 
modified the 
environment. 

What was North 
America like 
before 1600? 
 
How did the 
environment 
affect life in 
North America? 

 
How did the 
introduction of 
new cultures 
modify life and 
the environment 
of North 
America? 
 

 
Apply key 
geography skills to 
learn 14 geographic 
terms and 15 
physical features 
that describe the 
U.S. 
 
Use visual images 
and written 
information to 
discover why 
Native Americans 
migrated to North 
AMerica and how 
they adapted to the 
environments they 
encountered. 
 
Discover how 
several Native 
American groups 
adapted to different 
geographic areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter test 
 
Achievement 
Series 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use 
Compare 
Explain 
Describe 
Desert 

Southwest 
Pacific 

Northwest 
Great Plains 
Woodland 

Peoples 
Mississippi 

River 
Nomadic 

Peoples 
American 

Indians 
Adapt 
Modify 
Environment 
Government  
Family 

Structure 
Property 

Ownershi
p 

Land Use 
 

 
www.pppst.com 
 
www.edhelper.com 
 
www.teachnology.com 
 
www.linkstolearning.com 
 
www.globalclassroom.org 
 
www.socialstudiesforkids.com 
 
www.enchantedlearning.com 
 
 
History Alive! America’s Past 
Text chapter 1,2,3 
http://www.micitizenshipcurriculum.org/ 

Describe how 
N.A. settled into 
regions on the 
North American 
continent, to 
understand what 
North America 
was like before 
1600’s.  
 
 
Mark the maps to 
show the location 
of the native 
American regions 
to know where 
each cultural 
group could be 
found. 
 
 
Explain how 
climate and 
natural resources 
determined the 
types of homes, 
tools, clothing 
and food were 
used in each 
region to 
understand the 
different life-
styles of the 
groups. 
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(National Geography 
Standard 14, p. 171) 
 
5 – U1.1.3 Describe 
Eastern Woodland 
American Indian life 
with respect to 
governmental and 
family structures, 
trade, and views on 
property ownership 
and land use. 
(National Geography 
Standard 11, p. 164, 
C, E) 
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 Fifth Grade 
Month: October Social Studies  Pacing Guide 
Unit:  Three Cultures Interact 
 

Theme/Big 
Ideas Objectives 

 
Essential/Focus 

Questions 

 
Teaching 
Strategy 

(our current 
performance 

indicator)  

Assessment Vocabulary/ 
Concepts Resources 

 
Board 

Objectives 

Technology 
impacts the 
way people 
live. 
 
Technology 
allows 
people to 
investigate 
the 
unknown. 
 
Ways of 
thinking are 
determined 
by culture. 
 

U1.2 European 
Exploration 
Identify the causes and 
consequences of 
European exploration 
and colonization. 
 
5 – U1.2.1 Explain the 
technological (e.g., 
invention of the 
astrolabe and improved 
maps), and political 
developments, (e.g., rise 
of nation-states), that 
made sea exploration 
possible. 
(National Geography 
Standard 1, p. 144, C) 
 
5 – U1.2.2 Use case 
studies of individual 
explorers and stories of 
life in Europe to 
compare the goals, 
obstacles, motivations, 
and consequences for 
European exploration 
and colonization of the 
Americas (e.g., 
economic, political, 
cultural, and religious). 

What were some of 
the problems the 
early explorers 
faced?   
 
What motivated 
them to achieve 
their goal? 

 
What were the 
cultural 
characteristics of 
people from Africa, 
Europe, and North 
America before 
their interactions on 
the North American 
continent? 
How did 
interactions in 
North America 
affect the society, 
economics and 
politics of Europe 
and Africa 

 
“Excavate” and 
examine 
artifacts  from 
“sunken ship” 
and discuss 
what they 
reveal about 
expeditions. 
 
 
Read about 
eight European 
explorers and 
then illustrate 
facts about the 
explorers’ 
expeditions. 
 
Learn about 
slavery from 
the perspective 
of West 
Africans and 
gain 
appreciation for 
the dilemmas 
they faced. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter test 
 
Achievement 
Series 
 
Cause/Effect 
Quiz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Graphic 
Organizer 
Fill-In 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Invention 
Technological 
Astrolabe 
Sea 

Exploratio
n 

Explorers 
Europe 
Goals 
Obstacles 
Motivation 
Consequence 
Colonization 
Americas 
Regions 
 

 
www.pppst.com 
 
www.edhelper.com 
 
www.teachnology.com 
 
www.linkstolearning.com 
 
www.globalclassroom.org 
 
www.socialstudiesforkids.com 
 
www.enchantedlearning.com 
 
http://www.micitizenshipcurriculum.org/ 
 
History Alive Teacher Edition, textbook and 
workbook chapter 4,5,8 
 
 
 
  World Map 
  Physical Features Map for North America 

Tell why the 
European 
Explorers came 
to the “New 
World” and how 
that affected the 
Native 
Americans and 
Europe, to 
understand how 
each group felt. 
 
Explain how 
“new” 
technology and 
more accurate 
map-making 
technology 
helped make sea 
exploration 
possible. 
 
 
 
Choose 3 
explorers and 
compare their 
reasons for 
leaving Europe, 
obstacles and 
goals to 
understand the 
impact of their 
exploration on 
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(National Geography 
Standard 13, p. 169, C, 
E) 
 
U1.3 African Life 
Before the 16th Century 
Describe the lives of 
peoples living in 
western Africa prior to 
the 16th century. 
 
5 – U1.3.1 Use maps to 
locate the major regions 
of Africa (northern 
Africa, western Africa, 
central Africa, eastern 
Africa, southern 
Africa). (National 
Geography Standard 1, 
p. 144) 
 
5 – U1.3.2 Describe the 
life and cultural 
development of people 
living in western Africa 
before the 16th century 
with respect to 
economic (the ways 
people made a living) 
and family structures, 
and the growth of states, 
towns, and trade. 
(National Geography 
Standard 10, p. 162) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

North America 
and Europe. 
 
 
 
Read about life 
in West Africa 
before the 
1600’s to 
understand  what 
life was like 
before European 
Slave Trade. 
 
 
Identify the 
regions of Africa 
on the map to 
know where 
they are located. 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe the 
daily life of the 
people living in 
West Africa 
before the 
1600’s. 
 
 
 
 
Compare life in 
western Africa 
before the 
1500’s with life 
during European 
trade. 
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 Fifth Grade 
Month: November Social Studies  Pacing Guide 
Unit: Three cultures interact 
 

Theme/Big Ideas Objectives 
 

Essential/Focus 
Questions 

 
Teaching 
Strategy 

(our current 
performance 

indicator)  

Assessment Vocabulary/ 
Concepts Resources 

 
Board 

Objectives 

Technology allows 
people to investigate 
the unknown. 
 
Ways of thinking 
are determined by 
culture. 
 
 
 
Interaction between 
cultures modifies 
them. 
 
Historians use 
artifacts, diaries, 
letters, documents, 
and other primary 
and secondary 
sources to construct 
an understanding of 
the past. 
 

U1.4 Three World 
Interactions 
Describe the 
environmental, 
political, and cultural 
consequences of the 
interactions among 
European, African, and 
American Indian 
peoples in the late 15th 
through the 17th 
century. 
 
5 – U1.4.1 Describe the 
convergence of 
Europeans, American 
Indians and Africans in 
North America after 
1492 from the 
perspective of these 
three groups. (National 
Geography Standard 
10, p. 162) 
 
5 – U1.4.2 Use primary 
and secondary sources 
(e.g., letters, diaries, 
maps, documents, 
narratives, pictures, 
graphic data) to 
compare Europeans 

What is the 
Columbian 
Exchange? 
 
What was the 
impact of the 
Columbian 
Exchange on 
Europeans, 
American Indians 
and Africans? 
 

 
Read about 
eight European 
explorers and 
then illustrate 
facts about the 
explorers’ 
expeditions. 
 
Analyze 
images of 
early English 
settlements in 
North 
America and 
create act-it-
outs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter test 
 
Achievement 
Series 

Africa 
Northern 
Africa 
Western 

Africa 
Central 

Africa 
Eastern 

Africa 
Southern 

Africa 
Cultural 
Religious 
Trade 
Convergence 
Perspective 
Europeans 
Primary 

Source 
Secondary 

Source 
Western 

Hemisphe
re 

Impact 
Interaction 
Columbian 

Exchange 

 
www.pppst.com 
 
www.edhelper.com 
 
www.teachnology.com 
 
www.linkstolearning.com 
 
www.globalclassroom.org 
 
www.socialstudiesforkids.com 
 
www.enchantedlearning.com 
 
http://www.micitizenshipcurriculum.org/ 
History Alive Teacher Edition, textbook and 
workbook chapter 5,6 
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and American Indians 
who converged in the 
western hemisphere 
after 1492 with respect 
to governmental 
structure, and views on 
property 
ownership and land 
use. (National 
Geography Standard 
12, p. 167, C, E) 
 
 
5 – U1.4.3 Explain the 
impact of European 
contact on American 
Indian cultures by 
comparing the different 
approaches used by the 
British and French in 
their interactions with 
American Indians. 
(National Geography 
Standard 10, p. 162, C, 
E) 
 
5 – U1.4.4 Describe the 
Columbian Exchange 
and its impact on 
Europeans, American 
Indians, and Africans. 
(National Geography 
Standard 11, p. 164, E) 
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 Fifth Grade 
Month: December Social Studies  Pacing Guide 
Unit: Settlement of Colonial North America 
 

Theme/Big Ideas Objectives 
 

Essential/Focus 
Questions 

 
Teaching 
Strategy 

(our current 
performance 

indicator)  

Assessment Vocabulary/ 
Concepts Resources 

 
Board 

Objectives 

The 
settlements of 
the Southern, 
Middle, and 
New England 
colonies were 
each affected 
by the 
geography of 
the region. 
 

 
U2.1 European 
Struggle for Control 
of North America 
Compare the regional 
settlement patterns 
and describe 
significant 
developments in 
Southern, New 
England, and the mid-
Atlantic colonies. 
 
5 – U2.1.1 Describe 
significant 
developments in the 
Southern colonies, 
including 
•  patterns of 

settlement and 
control including 
the impact of 
geography 
(landforms and 
climate) on 
settlement 
(National 
Geography 
Standard 12, p. 
167) 

•  establishment of 

How did events in 
Europe affect the 
North American 
colonies? 

 
How were the 
North American 
colonies important 
to Europe? 
 
What were some 
similarities in the 
settlement patterns 
of the Southern 
colonies, New 
England, and the 
Middle colonies? 
 
What was the 
Triangular Trade? 
 
What were some 
of the goods that 
were traded? 
 

Analyze images 
of early English 
settlements in 
North America 
and create act-it-
outs. 
 
 
 
 
Create a 
billboard about 
one of 6 
American 
colonies and 
then give a 
presentation to 
convince other 
students to settle 
in their colonies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter test 
 
Achievement 
Series 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Billboard Ads 
- Small Group 
presentation 

Describe 
Compare 
Locate 
Make 
Generalizations 
Significant  
Developments 
Southern 
Colonies 
Settlement 
Landforms 
Climate 
Jamestown 
One-crop 
economy 
Plantation 
Powhatan 
House of 
Burgesses 
New England 
colonies 
Pequot/King 
Phillips War 
Agricultural 
Economy 
Non-
Agricultural 
Economy 
Town Meetings 
Colonial 
Legislature 

 
www.pppst.com 
 
www.edhelper.com 
 
www.teachnology.com 
 
www.linkstolearning.com 
 
www.globalclassroom.org 
 
www.socialstudiesforkids.com 
 
www.enchantedlearning.com 
 
http://www.micitizenshipcurriculum.org/ 
 
History Alive Teacher Edition, textbook and 
workbook chapter 6,7 
 
 
Colonial Williamsburg 
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Jamestown 
(National 
Geography 
Standard 4, p. 150) 

•  development of 
one-crop 
economies 
(plantation land 
use and growing 
season for rice in 
Carolinas and 
tobacco in 
Virginia) (National 
Geography 
Standard 11, p. 
164) 

•  relationships with 
American Indians 
(e.g., Powhatan) 
(National 
Geography 
Standard 10, p. 
162) 

•  development of 
colonial 
representative 
assemblies (House 
of Burgesses) 
(National 
Geography 
Standard 5, p. 152) 

•  development of 
slavery 

 
5 – U2.1.2 Describe 
significant 
developments in the 
New England 
colonies, including 
•  patterns of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Royal 
Government 
Middle 
Colonies 
Breadbasket 
New 
Netherlands 
Quakers 
Immigration 
Ethnic 
Diversity 
Triangular 
Trade 
Trade Routes 
Middle Passage 
Wealthy 
Landowners 
Indentured 
Servants 
Enslaved 
Africans 
Free Africans 
Cash Crop 

Farming 
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settlement and 
control including 
the impact of 
geography 
(landforms and 
climate) on 
settlement 
(National 
Geography 
Standard 12, p. 
167) 

•  relations with 
American Indians 
(e.g., Pequot/King 
Phillip’s War) 
(National 
Geography 
Standard 10, p. 
162) 

•  growth of 
agricultural (small 
farms) and non-
agricultural 
(shipping, 
manufacturing) 
economies 
(National 
Geography 
Standard 15, p. 
173) 

•  the development of 
government 
including 
establishment of 
town meetings, 
development of 
colonial 
legislatures and 
growth of royal 
government 



12 
(Grade Level) (Content Area)Pacing Guide 

(National 
Geography 
Standard 13, p. 
169) 

•  religious tensions 
in Massachusetts 
that led to the 
establishment of 
other colonies in 
New England 
(National 
Geography 
Standard 13, p. 
169 C, E) 

 
5 – U2.1.3 Describe 
significant 
developments in the 
Middle Colonies, 
including 
•  patterns of 

settlement and 
control including 
the impact of 
geography 
(landforms and 
climate) on 
settlement 
(National 
Geography 
Standard 12, p. 
167) 

•  the growth of 
Middle Colonies 
economies (e.g., 
breadbasket) 
(National 
Geography 
Standard 7, p. 156) 

•  The Dutch 
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settlements in New 
Netherlands, 
Quaker settlement 
in Pennsylvania, 
and subsequent 
English takeover of 
the Middle 
Colonies 

•  immigration 
patterns leading to 
ethnic diversity in 
the Middle 
Colonies (National 
Geography 
Standard 10, p. 
162, C, E) 

 
5 – U2.1.4 Compare 
the regional settlement 
patterns of the 
Southern colonies, 
New England, and the 
Middle Colonies. 
(National Geography 
Standard 12, p. 167) 
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 Fifth Grade 
Month: January Social Studies  Pacing Guide 
Unit:  Settlement of Colonial North America 
 

Theme/Big Ideas Objectives 
 

Essential/Focus 
Questions 

 
Teaching 
Strategy 

(our current 
performance 

indicator)  

Assessment Vocabulary/ 
Concepts Resources 

 
Board 

Objectives 

The trade in 
enslaved people 
affected all the 
people in North 
America. 
 
All Africans 
living in North 
America during 
the colonial 
period were not 
enslaved. 
 
People bring 
their culture with 
them when they 
migrate, 
regardless 
whether their 
move was 
voluntary or 
forced. 
 
The quality and 
activities of daily 
life in colonial 
North America 
was based on 
position of 
servitude, wealth, 
sex, religion, 

 
U2.2 European Slave 
Trade and Slavery in 
Colonial America 
Analyze the 
development of the 
slave system in the 
Americas and its 
impact upon the life of 
Africans. 
 
5 – U2.2.1 Describe 
Triangular Trade 
including 
•  the trade routes 
•  the people and 

goods that were 
traded 

•  the Middle Passage 
•  its impact on life in 

Africa (National 
Geography 
Standards 9, and 
11; pp. 160 5  

 
 
U2.2.2 Describe the life 
of enslaved Africans 
and free Africans in the 
American colonies. 
(National Geography 

How did the trade 
of enslaved 
people from 
Africa affect the 
people living in 
North American 
colonies? 
 
How did the trade 
in enslaved 
people affect 
western Africa? 

 
 
How were the 
values of some 
Europeans 
reflected in the 
trade of enslaved 
people? 

 
What were some 
of the reasons for 
regional 
differences in 
colonial America? 
 
What was 
colonial life like 
in America for the 
rich?  Indentured 

 
Learn about 
slavery from the 
perspective of 
West Africans 
and gain 
appreciation for 
the dilemmas 
they faced. 
 
Take a walking 
of Williamsburg 
and examine 
written and 
visual 
information, 
record notes and 
complete tasks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter test 
 
Achievement 
Series 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Describe 
Compare 
Locate 
Make 
Generalizations 
Significant  
Developments 
Southern 
Colonies 
Settlement 
Landforms 
Climate 
Jamestown 
One-crop 
economy 
Plantation 
Powhatan 
House of 
Burgesses 
New England 
colonies 
Pequot/King 
Phillips War 
Agricultural 
Economy 
Non-
Agricultural 
Economy 
Town Meetings 
Colonial 
Legislature 

 
 
www.pppst.com 
 
www.edhelper.com 
 
www.teachnology.com 
 
www.linkstolearning.com 
 
www.globalclassroom.org 
 
www.socialstudiesforkids.com 
 
www.enchantedlearning.com 
http://www.micitizenshipcurriculum.org/ 
 
History Alive Teacher Edition, textbook and 
workbook chapter 8,9 
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income, and 
occupation. 
 
Regional 
differences 
characterized life 
in colonial North 
America. 
 

Standard 5, p. 152) 
 
5 – U2.2.3 Describe 
how Africans living in 
North America drew 
upon their African past 
(e.g., sense of family, 
role of oral tradition) 
and adapted elements 
of new cultures to 
develop a distinct 
African-American 
culture. (National 
Geography Standard 
10, p. 162) 
 
U2.3 Life in Colonial 
America 
Distinguish among and 
explain the reasons for 
regional differences in 
colonial America. 
 
5 – U2.3.1 Locate the 
New England, Middle, 
and Southern colonies 
on a map. 
(National Geography 
Standard 3 p. 148) 
 
5 – U2.3.2 Describe the 
daily life of people 
living in the New 
England, Middle, and 
Southern colonies. 
(National Geography 
Standards 14 and 15; 
pp. 171 and 173) 
 
5 – U2.3.3 Describe 

Servants?  
Landowners?  
Farmers?  
Merchants?  
Women?  Poor? 
What causes 
people to leave 
their homelands? 
 
What was the 
emerging labor 
force like in the 
colonies? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Write letters 
to your family 
as a wealthy 
landowner,  
farmers and 
slaves. 
Describe one 
event from 
each 
perspective. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Royal 
Government 
Middle 
Colonies 
Breadbasket 
New 
Netherlands 
Quakers 
Immigration 
Ethnic 
Diversity 
Triangular 
Trade 
Trade Routes 
Middle Passage 
Wealthy 
Landowners 
Indentured 
Servants 
Enslaved 
Africans 
Free Africans 
Cash Crop 

Farming 
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colonial life in America 
from the perspectives 
of at least three 
different groups of 
people (e.g., wealthy 
landowners, farmers, 
merchants, indentured 
servants, laborers and 
the poor, women, 
enslaved people, free 
Africans, and American 
Indians). (National 
Geography Standard 6, 
p. 154) 
 
5 – U2.3.4 Describe the 
development of the 
emerging labor force in 
the colonies (e.g., cash 
crop farming, slavery, 
indentured servants). 
(E) 
 
5 – U2.3.5 Make 
generalizations about 
the reasons for regional 
differences in colonial 
America. and 164 E) 
(National Geography 
Standard 6, p. 154) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



17 
(Grade Level) (Content Area)Pacing Guide 
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 Fifth Grade 
Month: February Social Studies  Pacing Guide 
Unit: The American Revolution 
 

Theme/Big Ideas Objectives 
 

Essential/Focus 
Questions 

 
Teaching Strategy 

(our current 
performance indicator)  

Assessment Vocabulary/ 
Concepts Resources 

 
Board 

Objectives 

The French and 
Indian War was 
an extension of 
the Seven Years 
War in Europe.  
 
The outcome of 
the French and 
Indian War 
sewed the seeds 
of dissatisfaction 
between the 
North American 
colonies and 
Great Britain.  
 
Actions in the 
British 
Parliament 
which affected 
the North 
American 
colonies fueled 
colonial 
revolutionary 
ideas and 
actions.  
 
Ideas of self 
government and 
protection of 
individual rights 
have a long 

U3.1 Causes of the 
American Revolution 
Identify the major 
political, economic, and 
ideological reasons for 
the American 
Revolution. 
 
5 – U3.1.1 Describe the 
role of the French and 
Indian War, how British 
policy toward the 
colonies in America 
changed from 1763 to 
1775, and colonial 
dissatisfaction with the 
new policy. (National 
Geography Standard 13 
p. 169 C, E) 
 
5 – U3.1.2 Describe the 
causes and effects of 
events such as the 
Stamp Act, Boston Tea 
Party, the Intolerable 
Acts, and the Boston 
Massacre. 
 
5 – U3.1.3 Using an 
event from the 
Revolutionary era (e.g., 
Boston Tea Party, 
quartering of soldiers, 

How did Europe 
war-The Seven 
Years War-
become 
important to the 
North American 
colonies? 
What were the 
different views 
on power and 
authority of the 
North American 
colonists and the 
British 
Parliament?  
How did the 
Declaration of 
Independence 
reflect the ideas 
expressed in 
other 
documents? 
What role did 
women, 
Africans, 
American 
Indians, And 
France have in 
the war for 
American 
Independence? 
What advantages 
and 

Feel frustrated 
and powerless as 
they plan a class 
party under 
restrictions from 
the teacher. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bring to life one 
of six historical 
figures and then 
hold a panel 
discussion on 
whether to declare 
independence. 
 
Examine artifacts 
on Thomas 
Jefferson’s 
“Desk” to learn 
about  the 
Declaration o f 
Independence and 
the events that led 

Chapter test 
 
Achievement 
Series 

Describe 
Explain 
Use 
Identify 
Compare 
French and 
Indian War 
British 
Stamp Act 
Boston Tea 
Party 
Intolerable 
Acts 
Boston 
Massacre 
Quartering of 
Soldiers 
Writs of 
Assistance 
First 
Continental 
Congress 
Second 
Continental 
Congress 
Articles of 
Confederation 
Declaration of 
Independence 
George 
Washington 
 

 
www.pppst.com 
 
www.edhelper.com 
 
www.teachnology.com 
 
www.linkstolearning.com 
 
www.globalclassroom.org 
 
www.socialstudiesforkids.com 
 
www.enchantedlearning.com 
http://www.micitizenshipcurriculum.org/ 
 
American Revolution 
(Scholastic) 
History Alive Teacher Edition, Textbook and 
workbook chapters 10-12 
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history and 
include ideas 
from many 
countries and the 
North American 
colonies.  
 
North American 
colonists had a 
variety of 
opinions about 
separating from 
Great Britain.  
 
The Continental 
Congresses 
attempted to 
unify the North 
American 
colonies.  
 

writs of assistance, 
closing of colonial 
legislatures), explain 
how British and 
colonial views on 
authority and the use of 
power without authority 
differed (views on 
representative 
government). 
 
5 – U3.1.4 Describe the 
role of the First and 
Second Continental 
Congress in unifying 
the colonies (addressing 
the Intolerable Acts, 
declaring independence, 
drafting the Articles of 
Confederation). (C) 
 
5 – U3.1.5 Use the 
Declaration of 
Independence to 
explain why the 
colonists wanted to 
separate from Great 
Britain and why they 
believed they had the 
right to do so. (C) 
 
5 – U3.1.6 Identify the 
role that key individuals 
played in leading the 
colonists to revolution, 
including George 
Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, Benjamin 
Franklin, Patrick Henry, 
Samuel Adams, John 

disadvantages 
did the 
Continental 
Army and the 
army of Great 
Britain each 
have? 
 
What were some 
cause and effects 
of some of the 
problems 
confronting t he 
people in the 
colonies? 
 
 
What were the 
turning points in 
the American 
revolution? 
 

to it, and then 
paraphrase key 
excerpts in their 
own words. 
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Adams, and Thomas 
Paine. 
 
5 – U3.1.7 Describe 
how colonial 
experiences with self-
government (e.g., 
Mayflower Compact, 
House of Burgesses and 
town meetings) and 
ideas about government 
(e.g., purposes of 
government such as 
protecting individual 
rights and promoting 
the common good, 
natural rights, limited 
government, 
representative 
government) influenced 
the decision to declare 
independence. (C) 
 
5 – U3.1.8 Identify a 
problem confronting 
people in the colonies, 
identify alternative 
choices for addressing 
the problem with 
possible consequences, 
and describe the course 
of action taken. 
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  Fifth Grade 
Month: February part 2 Social Studies  Pacing Guide 
Unit: The American Revolution 
 

Theme/Big Ideas Objectives 
 

Essential/Focus 
Questions 

 
Teaching Strategy 

(our current performance 
indicator)  

Assessment Vocabulary/ 
Concepts Resources 

 
Board 

Objectives 

The Continental 
Congresses 
attempted to 
unify the North 
American 
colonies.  
 
Many great 
leaders were 
instrumental in 
stirring 
revolutionary 
fervor, fighting 
the American 
Revolution, and 
creating the new 
nation.  
 
The Declaration 
of Independence 
reflected the 
ideas of those 
colonists who 
wanted to 
separate from 
Great Britain.  
 
Friendship 
between France 
and the North 
American 
colonies was 
important to 

U3.2 The American 
Revolution and Its 
Consequences 
Explain the multi-
faceted nature of 
the American 
Revolution and its 
consequences. 
 
5 – U3.2.1 Describe 
the advantages and 
disadvantages of 
each side during the 
American 
Revolution with 
respect to military 
leadership, 
geography, types of 
resources, and 
incentives. 
(National 
Geography 
Standard 4, p. 150, 
E) 
 
5 – U3.2.2 Describe 
the importance of 
Valley Forge, Battle 
of Saratoga, and 
Battle of Yorktown 
in the American 
Revolution. 
 

What were some 
cause and effects 
of some of the 
problems 
confronting t he 
people in the 
colonies? 
 
 
What were the 
turning points in 
the American 
revolution? 
 
What were some 
advantages and 
disadvantages of 
the American 
Revolution from 
each side? 
 
What was the 
importance of the 
smaller battles 
during the 
American 
Revolution? 
 
How was the role 
of women, 
African 
Americans, 
American Indians 

Struggle in a game 
of tuf-of-war in 
which the teacher 
changes the rules to 
favor a seemingly 
weaker team, and 
then compare their 
experience to that of 
the American and 
British forces in the 
Revolutionary War. 
 
 
Play a game in 
which they 
determine which 
branch of 
government will 
resolve a series of 
situations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter test 
 
Achievement 
Series 

Declaration of 
Independence 
George 
Washington 
Thomas 
Jefferson 
Benjamin 
Franklin 
Patrick Henry 
Samuel Adams 
John Adams 
Thomas Paine 
Mayflower 
Compact 
Individual 
Rights 
Common 
Good 
Natural Rights 
Limited 
Government 
Representative 
Government 
Valley Forge 
Battle of 
Saratoga 
Battle of 
Yorktown 
Treaty of Paris 
American 

Revolution 

 
www.pppst.com 
 
www.edhelper.com 
 
www.teachnology.com 
 
www.linkstolearning.com 
 
www.globalclassroom.org 
 
www.socialstudiesforkids.com 
 
www.enchantedlearning.com 
http://www.micitizenshipcurriculum.org/ 
 
History Alive teacher Edition, textbook and 
workbook chapter 13- 14 
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winning the 
American 
Revolution  
 

5 – U3.2.3 Compare 
the role of women, 
African Americans, 
American Indians, 
and France in 
helping shape the 
outcome of the war. 
 
5 – U3.2.4 Describe 
the significance of 
the Treaty of Paris 
(establishment of 
the United States 
and its boundaries). 
(National 
Geography 
Standard 13, p. 169, 
C) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and France 
similar in helping 
the outcome of 
the war? 
 
What was the 
significance of 
the Treaty of 
Paris? 
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Fifth Grade 
Month: March Social Studies  Pacing Guide 
Unit: Creating a New Government and New Constitution 
 

Theme/Big Ideas Objectives 
 

Essential/Focus 
Questions 

 
Teaching 
Strategy 

Assessment Vocabulary/ 
Concepts Resources 

 
Board 

Objectives 
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(our current 
performance 

indicator)  
Limiting the power 
of government is a 
fundamental 
principle of both 
the Articles of 
Confederation and 
the United States 
Constitution.  
 
The principle of 
federalism was 
used to share 
power between the 
states and national 
government and 
protect the rights 
of individuals.  
 

 
U3.3 Creating New 
Government(s) and a 
New Constitution 
Explain some of the 
challenges faced by the 
new nation under the 
Articles of 
Confederation, and 
analyze the development 
of the Constitution as a 
new plan for governing. 
5 – U3.3.1 Describe the 
powers of the national 
government and state 
governments under the 
Articles of 
Confederation. (C) 
 
5 – U3.3.2 Give 
examples of problems 
the country faced under 
the Articles of 
Confederation (e.g., lack 
of national army, 
competing currencies, 
reliance on state 
governments for 
money). (National 
Geography Standard 13, 
p. 169, C) 
 
5 – U3.3.3 Explain why 
the Constitutional 
Convention was 
convened and why the 
Constitution was 
written.(C) 

How did limiting the 
power of the 
National 
government become 
a problem under the 
Articles of 
Confederation? 
 
How did the first ten 
amendments to the 
Constitution protect 
the rights of 
individuals? 
 
What was the 
purpose of the 
constitution? 
 
What method was 
used to resolve the 
issues of 
representation and 
slavery during the 
Constitutional 
Convention? 
 
What were some of 
the reasons why 
farmers wanted to 
limit the power of 
government? 
 
How would you 
describe the 
principles of 
federalism and how 
it is expressed 
through sharing and 

Chapter 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 14 
text 
Interactive 
Notebook 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 14 
 
 
 
 

Chapter test 
 
Achievement 
Series 

Describe 
Give Examples 
Explain 
Use Graphic 
Data 
Compose a 
Short Essay 
Develop and 
Implement an 
Action Plan 
Participate in 
projects 
Articles of 
Confederation 
National 
Government 
State 
Government 
Constitutional 
Convention 
Constitution 
Great 
Compromise 
3/5 
Compromise 
Federalism 
Reserved 
Powers 
Enumerated 
Powers 
Bill of Rights 
 

 
www.pppst.com 
 
www.edhelper.com 
 
www.teachnology.com 
 
www.linkstolearning.com 
 
www.globalclassroom.org 
 
www.socialstudiesforkids.com 
 
www.enchantedlearning.com 
 
http://www.micitizenshipcurriculum.org/ 
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5 – U3.3.4 Describe the 
issues over 
representation and 
slavery the Framers 
faced at the 
Constitutional 
Convention and how 
they were addressed in 
the Constitution (Great 
Compromise, Three- 
Fifths Compromise). 
(National Geography 
Standard 9, p. 160, C) 
5 – U3.3.5 Give reasons 
why the Framers wanted 
to limit the power of 
government (e.g., fear of 
a strong executive, 
representative 
government, importance 
of individual rights). (C) 
 
5 – U3.3.6 Describe the 
principle of federalism 
and how it is expressed 
through the sharing and 
distribution of power as 
stated in the Constitution 
(e.g., enumerated and 
reserved powers). (C) 
 
5 – U3.3.7 Describe the 
concern that some 
people had about 
individual rights and 
why the inclusion of a 
Bill of Rights was 
needed for ratification. 
(C) 

distribution of 
power as stated in 
the Constitution? 
 

Chapter 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Checks and 
Balances 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 15 
text and 
Interactive 
Notebook 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 15 
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5 – U3.3.8 Describe the 
rights found in the First, 
Second, Third, and 
Fourth Amendments to 
the United States 
Constitution. 
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Fifth Grade 
Month: April/May Social Studies  Pacing Guide 
Unit: Exchange City 
 

Theme/Big 
Ideas Objectives 

 
Essential/F

ocus 
Questions 

 
Teaching Strategy 

(our current 
performance indicator)  

Assessment Vocabulary/ 
Concepts Resources 

 
Board Objectives 

Participate 
in projects 
to help or 
inform 
others. 

 
P4.2 Citizen 
Involvement Act 
constructively to further 
the public good. 
 
5 – P4.2.1 Develop and 

What 
actions 
could be 
taken to 
address 
citizens on 
your 

Participate in 
government 
concepts 
experienced as a 
United States 
Citizen including 
the role of city 
officials and city 

Chapter test 
 
Achievement Series 

the role of 
city 
officials 
and city 
personnel, 
mayor, 
judge and 
police 

 
www.pppst.com 
 
www.edhelper.com 
 
www.teachnology.com 
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Theme/Big 
Ideas Objectives 

 
Essential/F

ocus 
Questions 

 
Teaching Strategy 

(our current 
performance indicator)  

Assessment Vocabulary/ 
Concepts Resources 

 
Board Objectives 

implement an action 
plan and know how, 
when, and where to 
address or inform others 
about a public issue. 
 
5 – P4.2.2 Participate in 
projects to help or 
inform others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

position of 
the public 
issue? 
 

personnel, mayor, 
judge and police 
officer, laws and 
writing laws, taxes. 
 
Participate in 
economic principles 
of everyday life as a 
United States citizen 
including wants and 
needs, goods and 
services, production, 
producers and 
consumers, 
entrepreneurship, 
bartering, our 
money system, 
taxes, banking, 
earners, spenders, 
and savers 
opportunity cost, 
supply and demand, 
division of labor, 
business accounting 
and inventory, 
budgeting and free 
enterprise, investing. 
 
Participate in 
Employment skills 
practiced as a 
United States citizen 
fundamental to 
apllying for, 
obtaining an 
successfully 
implementing a job 
including; 
entrpreneurship, 
resume writing, 

officer, 
laws and 
writing 
laws, taxes 

 
 wants and 

needs, 
goods and 
services, 
production
, 
producers 
and 
consumers
, 
entreprene
urship, 
bartering, 
our money 
system, 
taxes, 
banking, 
earners, 
spenders, 
and savers 
opportunit
y cost, 
supply and 
demand, 
division of 
labor, 
business 
accounting 
and 
inventory, 
budgeting 
and free 
enterprise, 
investing 

entrpreneursh

www.linkstolearning.com 
 
www.globalclassroom.or
g 
 
www.socialstudiesforkids
.com 
 
www.enchantedlearning.c
om 
 
 
 
http://www.micitizensh
ipcurriculum.org/ 
 
Exchange City 
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Theme/Big 
Ideas Objectives 

 
Essential/F

ocus 
Questions 

 
Teaching Strategy 

(our current 
performance indicator)  

Assessment Vocabulary/ 
Concepts Resources 

 
Board Objectives 

interviewing, career 
interest survey, 
business operations, 
loan application, 
utilities, setting 
prices, advertising, 
business accounting 
and inventory, 
venture capital, 
business expansion. 
 
Participate in 
banking concepts 
practiced as a 
responsible United 
States citizen 
including managing 
checking accounts, 
paychecks, debit 
cards, lending 
money and charging 
interest, reconciling 
accounts, investing, 
stock market 
reports, paying 
utilities and other 
expenditures. 

ip, resume 
writing, 
interviewi
ng, career 
interest 
survey, 
business 
operations
, loan 
applicatio
n, utilities, 
setting 
prices, 
advertisin
g, business 
accounting 
and 
inventory, 
venture 
capital, 
business 
expansion 

 
checking 

accounts, 
paychecks
, debit 
cards, 
lending 
money 
and 
charging 
interest, 
reconcilin
g 
accounts, 
investing, 
stock 
market 
reports, 
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Theme/Big 
Ideas Objectives 

 
Essential/F

ocus 
Questions 

 
Teaching Strategy 

(our current 
performance indicator)  

Assessment Vocabulary/ 
Concepts Resources 

 
Board Objectives 

paying 
utilities 
and other 
expenditur
es 
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Fifth Grade 
Month: June Social Studies  Pacing Guide 
Unit: Creating a New Government and New Constitution 
 

Theme/Big Ideas Objectives 
 

Essential/Focus 
Questions 

 
Teaching 
Strategy 

(our current 
performance 

indicator)  

Assessment Vocabulary/ 
Concepts Resources 

 
Board 

Objectives 

The principle of 
federalism was 
used to share 
power between the 
states and national 
government and 
protect the rights 
of individuals.  
 
Protection of 
individual rights 
was seen as a key 
provision of the 
new Constitution. 
 

P3.1 Identifying and 
Analyzing Public Issues 
Clearly state a problem 
as public policy issue, 
analyze various 
perspectives, and 
generate and evaluate 
possible alternative 
resolutions. 
 
5 – P3.1.1 Identify 
contemporary public 
issues related to the 
United States 
Constitution and their 
related factual, 
definitional, and ethical 
questions. 
 
5 – P3.1.2 Use graphic 
data and other sources 
to analyze information 
about a contemporary 
public issue related to 
the United States 
Constitution and 
evaluate alternative 
resolutions. 
 
5 – P3.1.3 Give 
examples of how 

How would you 
describe the 
principles of 
federalism and how it 
is expressed through 
sharing and 
distribution of power 
as stated in the 
Constitution? 
 
What are the rights of 
the people based on 
the first, second, third 
and fourth 
amendments? 
 
What could be a 
problem that may be 
stated as a public 
policy issue? 
 
How did conflicts 
over core democratic 
values lead people to 
differ on 
contemporary 
constitutional issues? 
 

 Chapter test 
 
Achievement 
Series 

Ratification 
First 
Amendment 
Second 
Amendment 
Third 
Amendment 
Fourth 
Amendment 
Compose a 
Short Essay 
 

 
www.pppst.com 
 
www.edhelper.com 
 
www.teachnology.com 
 
www.linkstolearning.com 
 
www.globalclassroom.org 
 
www.socialstudiesforkids.com 
 
www.enchantedlearning.com 
 
http://www.micitizenshipcurriculum.org/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students 
will identify 
a public 
policy issue 
in order to 
be better 
citizens. 
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conflicts over core 
democratic values lead 
people to differ on 
contemporary 
constitutional issues in 
the United States. 
 
P3.3 Persuasive 
Communication About a 
Public Issue 
Communicate a 
reasoned position on a 
public issue. 
 
5 – P3.3.1 Compose a 
short essay expressing a 
position on a 
contemporary public 
policy issue related to 
the Constitution and 
justify the position with 
a reasoned argument. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fifth Grade 
Month: May Social Studies  Pacing Guide 
Unit: Exchange City 
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Theme/Big 
Ideas Objectives 

 
Essential/F

ocus 
Questions 

 
Teaching Strategy 

(our current 
performance indicator)  

Assessment Vocabulary/ 
Concepts Resources 

 
Board Objectives 

Participate 
in projects 
to help or 
inform 
others. 

 
P4.2 Citizen 
Involvement Act 
constructively to further 
the public good. 
 
5 – P4.2.1 Develop and 
implement an action 
plan and know how, 
when, and where to 
address or inform others 
about a public issue. 
 
5 – P4.2.2 Participate in 
projects to help or 
inform others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What 
actions 
could be 
taken to 
address 
citizens on 
your 
position of 
the public 
issue? 
 

Participate in 
government 
concepts 
experienced as a 
United States 
Citizen including 
the role of city 
officials and city 
personnel, mayor, 
judge and police 
officer, laws and 
writing laws, taxes. 
 
Participate in 
economic principles 
of everyday life as a 
United States citizen 
including wants and 
needs, goods and 
services, production, 
producers and 
consumers, 
entrepreneurship, 
bartering, our 
money system, 
taxes, banking, 
earners, spenders, 
and savers 
opportunity cost, 
supply and demand, 
division of labor, 
business accounting 
and inventory, 
budgeting and free 
enterprise, investing. 
 
Participate in 
Employment skills 
practiced as a 

Chapter test 
 
Achievement Series 

the role of 
city 
officials 
and city 
personnel, 
mayor, 
judge and 
police 
officer, 
laws and 
writing 
laws, taxes 

 
 wants and 

needs, 
goods and 
services, 
production
, 
producers 
and 
consumers
, 
entreprene
urship, 
bartering, 
our money 
system, 
taxes, 
banking, 
earners, 
spenders, 
and savers 
opportunit
y cost, 
supply and 
demand, 
division of 
labor, 

 
www.pppst.com 
 
www.edhelper.com 
 
www.teachnology.com 
 
www.linkstolearning.com 
 
www.globalclassroom.or
g 
 
www.socialstudiesforkids
.com 
 
www.enchantedlearning.c
om 
 
 
 
http://www.micitizensh
ipcurriculum.org/ 
 
Exchange City 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will 
develop an action 
plan to improve 
the community. 
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Theme/Big 
Ideas Objectives 

 
Essential/F

ocus 
Questions 

 
Teaching Strategy 

(our current 
performance indicator)  

Assessment Vocabulary/ 
Concepts Resources 

 
Board Objectives 

United States citizen 
fundamental to 
apllying for, 
obtaining an 
successfully 
implementing a job 
including; 
entrpreneurship, 
resume writing, 
interviewing, career 
interest survey, 
business operations, 
loan application, 
utilities, setting 
prices, advertising, 
business accounting 
and inventory, 
venture capital, 
business expansion. 
 
Participate in 
banking concepts 
practiced as a 
responsible United 
States citizen 
including managing 
checking accounts, 
paychecks, debit 
cards, lending 
money and charging 
interest, reconciling 
accounts, investing, 
stock market 
reports, paying 
utilities and other 
expenditures. 

business 
accounting 
and 
inventory, 
budgeting 
and free 
enterprise, 
investing 

entrpreneursh
ip, resume 
writing, 
interviewi
ng, career 
interest 
survey, 
business 
operations
, loan 
applicatio
n, utilities, 
setting 
prices, 
advertisin
g, business 
accounting 
and 
inventory, 
venture 
capital, 
business 
expansion 

 
checking 

accounts, 
paychecks
, debit 
cards, 
lending 
money 
and 
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Theme/Big 
Ideas Objectives 

 
Essential/F

ocus 
Questions 

 
Teaching Strategy 

(our current 
performance indicator)  

Assessment Vocabulary/ 
Concepts Resources 

 
Board Objectives 

charging 
interest, 
reconcilin
g 
accounts, 
investing, 
stock 
market 
reports, 
paying 
utilities 
and other 
expenditur
es 
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 Fifth Grade 
Month: June Social Studies  Pacing Guide 
Unit: Citizen involvement 
 

Theme/Big Ideas Objectives  
Essential/Focus Questions 

 
Teaching 
Strategy 

(our current 
performance 

indicator)  

Assessment Vocabulary/ 
Concepts Resources 

 
Board 

Objectives 

Participate in 
projects to help 
or inform 
others. 

 
P4.2 Citizen Involvement Act 
constructively to further the 
public good. 
 
5 – P4.2.1 Develop and 
implement an action plan and 
know how, when, and where to 
address or inform others about a 
public issue. 
 
5 – P4.2.2 Participate in projects 
to help or inform others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What actions could be 
taken to address citizens 
on your position of the 
public issue? 
 

 Chapter test 
 
Achievement 
Series 

Individual 
Rights 

Develop and 
Implement an 
Action Plan 
Participate in 
projects 
 

 
www.pppst.com 
 
www.edhelper.com 
 
www.teachnology.com 
 
www.linkstolearning.com 
 
www.globalclassroom.org 
 
www.socialstudiesforkids.com 
 
www.enchantedlearning.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


